
 
  

2021/2022 a.y. 

 

Survival Guide for Master Exchange 





2 
 

CONTENT 
ABOUT THE HOST UNIVERSITY ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Saint Petersburg State University (SPbU) ............................................................................................................ 4 
Graduate School of Management (SPbU GSOM) ................................................................................................ 5 
Campuses ............................................................................................................................................................ 6 
Contact information ............................................................................................................................................ 7 

BEFORE ARRIVAL ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 
Application procedure ......................................................................................................................................... 8 
Visa application procedure .................................................................................................................................. 9 

Invitation document ........................................................................................................................................ 9 
Insurance ......................................................................................................................................................... 9 
Student single entry visa ................................................................................................................................. 9 
Booking tickets .............................................................................................................................................. 10 
Accommodation ............................................................................................................................................ 11 

Buddy System .................................................................................................................................................... 11 
ARRIVAL TO SPB .................................................................................................................................................... 12 

Migration Card – Your Record of Entry ............................................................................................................. 12 
Settling in ........................................................................................................................................................... 13 

SPbU Dormitories .......................................................................................................................................... 13 
Commuting from the airport to the Dormitory ............................................................................................. 13 

Local registration upon arrival ........................................................................................................................... 14 
Introduction week ............................................................................................................................................. 15 

START OF THE EXCHANGE ..................................................................................................................................... 16 
Registering for courses ...................................................................................................................................... 16 
Russian Language Courses ................................................................................................................................. 17 
GSOM Learning Agreement ............................................................................................................................... 17 
Student public transport card ........................................................................................................................... 18 

BSK ................................................................................................................................................................. 18 
Temporary BSK-kurs ...................................................................................................................................... 18 
Ways to apply ................................................................................................................................................ 18 
Podorozhnik card ........................................................................................................................................... 20 

Russian Student ID ............................................................................................................................................. 21 
Chipping your student ID ............................................................................................................................... 21 

Visa extension application ................................................................................................................................. 22 
Migration regulations during the semester ...................................................................................................... 23 

UNIVERSITY LIFE .................................................................................................................................................... 24 
University online platforms ............................................................................................................................... 24 

Blackboard ..................................................................................................................................................... 24 
stXXXXXX@student.spbu.ru .......................................................................................................................... 24 
Online Timetable ........................................................................................................................................... 24 

Libraries ............................................................................................................................................................. 25 
Search for Information On-line...................................................................................................................... 26 

GSOM rules ........................................................................................................................................................ 26 
Exams ................................................................................................................................................................. 26 

Evaluation ...................................................................................................................................................... 27 
Dates announcement .................................................................................................................................... 27 



3 
 

In-class exams ................................................................................................................................................ 27 
Online exams ................................................................................................................................................. 27 
Paper Demonstration .................................................................................................................................... 28 
Re-sits ............................................................................................................................................................ 28 

Grading system .................................................................................................................................................. 28 
Transcript of records ......................................................................................................................................... 29 
Completing Exchange ........................................................................................................................................ 30 

DORMITORIES ....................................................................................................................................................... 31 
Moving in ....................................................................................................................................................... 31 
Payments ....................................................................................................................................................... 32 
Rules of order in the dormitory ..................................................................................................................... 32 
Commuting .................................................................................................................................................... 33 
Moving out .................................................................................................................................................... 34 

Main student services office ............................................................................................................................. 35 
Laundry .......................................................................................................................................................... 35 
University internet ......................................................................................................................................... 35 
Shopping in the area ...................................................................................................................................... 36 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES ............................................................................................................................ 39 
Students initiatives ............................................................................................................................................ 39 
Sports ................................................................................................................................................................. 39 

Sokos Palace Bridge Wellness Club special price .......................................................................................... 39 
HEALTH .................................................................................................................................................................. 40 

Medical care ...................................................................................................................................................... 40 
Psychological help ............................................................................................................................................. 41 
Emergency numbers .......................................................................................................................................... 41 
Taxi numbers ..................................................................................................................................................... 41 

COMMUTING IN SPB ............................................................................................................................................. 42 
Tips .................................................................................................................................................................... 42 
Public transport ................................................................................................................................................. 43 

Apps and sites to check routes ...................................................................................................................... 43 
Tickets ............................................................................................................................................................ 43 
Types of public transport in SPb .................................................................................................................... 43 

ENTERTAINMENT .................................................................................................................................................. 45 
The city center ................................................................................................................................................... 45 

Events aggregators ........................................................................................................................................ 45 
Cinema ........................................................................................................................................................... 46 
The Mariinsky thetare special price .............................................................................................................. 46 

Towns next to SPb ............................................................................................................................................. 47 
Traveling ............................................................................................................................................................ 48 

Traveling regulations for international students ........................................................................................... 48 
Websites for traveling ................................................................................................................................... 48 
Russian railways and Russian airlines ............................................................................................................ 48 
Trans-Siberia .................................................................................................................................................. 49 
Tourist offices in St. Petersburg..................................................................................................................... 49 

USEFUL INSTRUCTIONS ......................................................................................................................................... 50 
  
































































































	ABOUT THE HOST UNIVERSITY
	Saint Petersburg State University (SPbU)
	Graduate School of Management (SPbU GSOM)
	Campuses
	Contact information

	BEFORE ARRIVAL
	Application procedure

	ARRIVAL TO SPB

