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Hanze University of Applied Sciences
Groningen, the Netherlands
Hanze University of Applied Sciences, Groningen (Hanze UAS), is the largest
university of applied sciences in the northern Netherlands. In addition, we were
the first university of applied sciences to found an international business school
in the Netherlands. Moreover, we are the only large higher education institute
in the country with an arts academy and a conservatoire. But why would you
choose to study at Hanze UAS?
The Netherlands - Top education destination

University of Applied Sciences - Learning by doing

As Hanze UAS is located in the Netherlands, by choosing us you will be
studying in a country known for high quality education and research, as
well as a highly international study environment. This is why you should
get excited:

We are a university of applied sciences. In other words, an institution of
higher education offering profession-oriented study programmes. Here
are some highlights of our educational philosophy:

•

•

•

Value for money Dutch higher education is well-recognised and
often English-taught, while tuition fees and cost of living are lower
than in e.g. English-speaking countries.
Safe and happy It could be due to the canals, the abundance of
beautiful architecture, or maybe even all those bicycles, but the Netherlands is ranked as one of the safest and happiest countries in the
world, making it a secure and fun study destination for you.
Gateway to Europe Ready to explore cultural hubs such as Berlin,
Paris and London? Good news: they are right around the corner. Do
you have professional ambitions in Europe? The Netherlands´ prominent economic position within the EU will surely open doors for you.

“The city of Groningen is a real student
city, full of welcoming people, and almost
everyone speaks very good English.”
Karla Lagos, Honduras
Alumna Master in International Business & Management

•

•

Apply what you learn From day one, you will get the chance to
apply the knowledge gained from your lectures in assignments and
projects. You will be learning by doing, and your assignments are
always supported by the right amount of theoretical background.
Graduate with work experience All students do a work placement,
as well as a graduation project during their studies. As a result, you
will have actual work experience on your CV upon graduation.

Exchange programmes at Hanze UAS
Hanze University of Applied Sciences has exchange agreements with a
large number of universities around the world. Students from our
partner institutions can apply for one of our exchange programmes. We
offer over 50 exchange programmes in different domains like Health,
Engineering, Business and Communication.

The Netherlands:
••

Also known as Holland.

••

Ranked first in the world for speaking English as a
second language (EF English Proficiency Index, 2017).

••

Famous for: Royal Dutch Shell, Philips,
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines and Heineken.

••

But also: bicycles, football, tulips, cheese, clogs,
windmills and Van Gogh.

Hanze University of Applied Sciences
So, you wouldn´t mind studying in the Netherlands and the applied
sciences approach to higher education suits you well. If that´s the
case, then here´s why Hanze UAS is the best option for you:

•

•

•

•

Share your talent. Move the World. As a student at Hanze UAS you
will get the opportunity to make an impact, especially in the areas
of energy, health and entrepreneurship. You don´t need to wait until
graduation, you can already help improve our world while studying.
Best student city Groningen was voted the Netherlands´ best
student city (Elsevier). The fact that over a quarter of all inhabitants
are students, its nightlife never sleeps and the presence of excellent
& affordable sports, cultural and educational facilities are some of
the main reasons why.
Excellence and innovation Want to learn even more? Our
honours college offers ambitious students extra courses and extra
opportunities to collaborate with students from other programmes.
These interdisciplinary projects are breeding grounds for innovation.
Start-up hub Entrepreneurship is a focus area of Hanze UAS. This
means that you will be taught and encouraged to start your own
business during your studies, if you want to. We were ranked sixth
worldwide in terms of the number of graduate companies in 2018
(U-Multirank).

“In this small city,
I have met people
from all over the
world.”
Catherine Luxton, Canada
Student International
Business, alumna

“My Dutch
roommates made me
feel right at home.”
Elena Chudomirova, Bulgaria
Student International
Business, alumna

International Business School (IBS)

About the International Business School
Why International Business at Hanze?
With students from around the world, lecturers with
international business backgrounds and a large
network of international partners, we prepare
business professionals for the global workplace.
You can rely on IBS faculty, staff and management
to help you get your career off to a flying start.
• Truly international atmosphere At IBS you will
meet students, faculty, staff and partners from over
60 different nationalities.
• 30 years of experience IBS was the first to start an
international business programme at a university of
applied sciences in the Netherlands. The IBS faculty
is international and has extensive experience
working in the professional field.
• Practical experience Learn how to apply theory in
an actual business situation (project work).
• Language education Greatest choice in language
education of all IB programmes in the Netherlands.
Learn Dutch to the level of daily practice!
• Greatest student city Groningen was voted the
Netherlands´ best student city (Elsevier) and many
international students are living here.

Founded in 1988, IBS was the first International Business School in
the Netherlands based at a university of applied sciences. There are
currently over 1,500 MBA, master's, bachelor's and exchange
students studying at IBS. Over 60 nationalities are represented
within our student community. IBS guides its students and
graduates towards successful and rewarding careers in international
business.
From the moment you walk down our hallway, you immediately
experience the international atmosphere. Here you will meet
students, faculty, staff and partners from all over the world. Cultural
diversity is valued by all in this open-minded setting, where we
speak and teach in English. The IBS faculty is international and has
extensive experience working in the professional field.
www.hanzegroningen.eu/ibs

Exchange programmes at IBS

Practical information

IBS offers a number of programme options for exchange students.
You can choose to participate in one or two semesters of the
regular International Business bachelor's programme or follow
one of our six minors. More information about these specific
programmes can be found on the next pages of this brochure.

Duration One semester (30 ECTS ) or two semesters (60 ECTS)
Can be followed Semester 1 (September – February) and semester 2
(February – July)
Start date First week of September / second week of February
Admission requirements Exchange students are selected by their
home university. Please contact your programme's Exchange
Coordinator for the admission requirements and to see if IBS is a
partner of your home university.
Application deadlines To join the first semester (September February): 1 June. To join the second semester (February - July): 1
November

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International Business: regular bachelor programme semester
European Business
Sustainable Energy Professional
International Finance & Accounting
International Management
International Marketing
International Strategy & Business Development

Minimum language requirement All courses, projects and exams at
IBS are delivered in English. English proficiency is therefore required to
be able to successfully complete our courses. The level of English
should be equivalent to a 6.0 score on an “IELTS” test (International
English Language Testing System) with no sub-scores below 5.5.

Contact
Ms Hennie Jager-Venema
Educational support exchange students
E h.jager-venema@pl.hanze.nl
T +31(0)50 595 2330

IBS Exchange Programmes

International Business (regular programme)

Minor European Business

The IB programme is divided into two blocks per semester and
each block consists of a business project. Within each project,
you will receive skills training and apply theoretical knowledge in
practice. Dutch language courses are also part of every block.
For semester 1 (September - February) you will take part in block
2.1 and 2.2. and for semester 2 (February - July) you will take
part in block 2.3 and 2.4.

The European Business minor brings together students from diverse
backgrounds and provides them with the chance to practice the
knowledge, skills and attitudes they have already gained during their
studies, in a truly European business setting. Students undertake
rewarding and challenging assignments, in which we make use of
the different experiences and expertise within the group.

Block 2.1 Organisation & HRM
Your company will need a short-term and long-term prospective on
what staff is needed in the near and more far off future and what their
quality and skills should be. You will make a plan for hiring and staff
development and will take topics such as cultural differences and
talent management into account.
Theory Research, global competence development, marketing
(employer branding)
Skills Business communication (writing)

Students develop an understanding of the different business situations
that arise in European Union countries, such as legal, finance, logistics
and human resource management. The minor also investigates the role of
the EU in business life, enabling students to explore how organisations
can benefit from the EU or how they may be hindered by the rules and
regulations. Subject areas include: International Business & Area Studies,
European Business Environment, Intercultural Management, and English
& Business Communication.

Block 2.2 Financial Analysis
In this block you will be asked to perform a financial analysis of a
multinational enterprise. In a group you can select a company of your
interest that you want to research. Ratio analysis, capital structure,
cash conversion cycle, balanced score card and logistics inbound
perspectives will be addressed in the project.
Theory Financial accounting, capital management, managerial
accounting
Skills Excel and business communication
Block 2.3 Simulation Game TopSim Logistics
In this simulation game, you own a company and you will make
decisions to help your company survive in a competitive, dynamic
and uncertain environment.
Theory Finance, Operations Management, Logistics, Supply Chain
Management, Human Resource Management, Marketing
Skills Business communication (negotiating), describing your
personal knowledge, skills and professional development for job/
internship application purposes, personal branding on social media
Block 2.4 Consulting: Market Entry Strategy
In this block you will work as part of a team that consults/advises a
company in seeking and expanding their business abroad. You will
be working on a market entry and possibly a product development
strategy, depending on the needs of the company. The project gives
a solid foundation for conducting marketing in an international
environment, while taking into account the implications of new
economic realities and cultural diversity.
Theory International Marketing, New Economic Realities, aspects of
law and cultural diversity
Skills global competence development and business communication
(pitching and presenting ideas)

Minor Sustainable Energy Professional
This new minor helps students to develop insights and
competences needed to deal with complexities of energy and
related transitions.
The programme focuses on accelerating the energy transition by
connecting education, research, business, government, NGOs and
citizens. It is an innovative, practical and interactive programme,
including case studies, practical on-site consultations and dialogues,
simulations and real life transition contexts. Moreover, it takes a holistic,
multi-disciplinary approach and uses both local and international
contexts. Students are invited to bring in their own cases to work on
during the minor.
Topics include energy and sustainability issues such as:
• How to build sustainable businesses and organisations?
• How to make the 'ideal' and sustainable school buildings?
• How to empower local communities to be energy neutral?
• How to bring energy to rural and isolated communities?
• How to deal with energy targets, plans and implementation in the
face of reaction of residents and environmentalists?
Please note that this minor is only offered in semester 1

IBS Exchange Programmes

International Finance & Accounting

International Marketing

The International Finance and Accounting minor focuses on the
function of the controller and/or the treasurer within an
international organisation. You may take on the role of the key
information provider, such as an advisor in a staff function.
Alternatively, you may be the main information user, such as a
Chief Financial Officer in a truly multicultural work situation.

This minor invites students to examine the problems that arise when
marketing at an international level and moving a company abroad.

The role requires you to become a jack-of-all-trades, equally
comfortable in addressing the broad internal finance needs (Corporate
Finance) of your company, as well as the external reporting IFRS
requirements (International Accounting). Above all, as a controller, you
know how to run an international business organisation and how to
'keep your cool' in a hectic and competitive world. You and your
multicultural team of colleagues will experience this first-hand during an
integrated business simulation game that concentrates on your planning
and control skills.

International Management
The International Management minor is designed to empower
students to successfully overcome standard and unusual
challenges in a confident and professional manner.
By learning about trends and mega trends, alongside the dynamics of
international economic institutions, students are able to assume
international management responsibilities on a variety of hierarchical
levels. This knowledge can then be applied within the complex global
business environment, which is often characterised by conflicting
stakeholder demands.
Special emphasis is placed on entrepreneurial and intrapreneurial
leadership in multinationals, as well as SMEs operating internationally.
The minor focuses on the interdependencies between people's
activities in international work settings, cross-cultural leadership and
making effective leadership contributions within global business arenas.
Prerequisites for all minors on this page
Students must have completed the second year of their bachelor's
programme or the first year for 3 year tracks. These minors are offered
at an advanced level and therefore require previous knowledge of the
corresponding subject area.

Cultures, nationalities, the political environment and economics all have a
distinct impact on decision-making within international business. The
International Marketing minor encourages students to explore these
criteria. They learn how to effectively and successfully deal with
intercultural and international differences. During the minor, students
prepare and present international marketing plans and feasibility studies.
The International Marketing minor includes a variety of topics relating to:
• Consumer behaviour
• International marketing management
• Integrated marketing communication

International Strategy and Business
Development
The Strategy and Business Development minor sets students on
the path to become successful young professionals, within an
international environment. The experience gained can be applied
in SMEs and large multinational organisations or by self-employed
entrepreneurs. The minor utilises important practical case
studies, looking at business activities and developments within
the EU economy and its interaction in the global economic arena.
This study was designed to meet the new demands of a dynamically
changing workplace, as well as current environmental developments.
It is also a proactive response to media reports on the opportunities
presented by enhanced cross-border business communication and
has been developed in collaboration with a diverse group of Dutch and
German enterprises from the north of the Netherlands, northern
Germany and Scandinavia.
Contents: controlling goals and targets, mission statement and
requirements, controlling information systems, business planning and
control, controlling and reporting, controlling forecasts.

Contact us

Connect

Choosing the right programme and preparing for your study abroad can
be a daunting process, but we are here to help. For more information or
advice, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Social media
 facebook.com/HanzeIBS
 youtube.com/HanzeUniversity
instagram.com/hanzeUAS

Ms Hennie Jager-Venema
Educational support exchange students IBS (content-related questions)
E h.jager-venema@pl.hanze.nl
T +31(0)50 595 2330

IBS Information Desk
Run by students, for students! The Info Desk helps students with all
kinds of practical questions relating to courses, teachers, programme
changes, and much more.
E ibs.infodesk.fe@org.hanze.nl
T +31 (0)50 595 23 00
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 08.00-17.00

International Service Desk (ISD)
For general questions about moving to the Netherlands:
E isd@org.hanze.nl
For questions about immigration and visa:
E immigration@org.hanze.nl
For questions about accommodation:
E housing@org.hanze.nl
T +31 (0)50 595 78 00
Office hours: Monday to Friday from 10.00-14.00

Visiting address
Hanze UAS Groningen
International Business School
Zernikeplein 7
9747 AS Groningen
The Netherlands

Postal address
Hanze UAS Groningen
International Business School
Postbus 70030
9740 AA Groningen
The Netherlands

All programmes at Hanze University of Applied Sciences, Groningen, are

Hanze University of Applied Sciences, Groningen, is ranked 6th in the world for

accredited by the NVAO, the Dutch and Belgian official accreditation body.

the number of graduate companies set up by alumni. Within the Netherlands,

Approval of the NVAO indicates that programmes meet the quality requirements

Hanze UAS holds first place in this subcategory as well. In the ‘regional

set for higher education by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science.

joint publications’ category, the university has become number 7 worldwide
for ‘regional engagement’. Here, too, Hanze University is number one in the
Netherlands. (U-Multirank, 2018).

This brochure was compiled with the greatest possible care. However, the information it contains is subject to change; consequently no rights can be derived from
the contents of this brochure. Enrolment in a course at Hanze University of Applied Sciences, Groningen, is governed by the rights and obligations stated in the
Studentenstatuut (Student Charter).

